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the sons, or step-sons, but amongst the Manyema the sons inherit only the movable property,  such as the  sheep,  goats,  spears etc     The gardens, the houses, and the wives must be divided amongst the brothers of the deceased
The brother takes a prominent part in the family relationship and in inheritance, and whilst there was a brother alive, it would be usurpation for a son to succeed a chief, but, in the event of there being no brother, the eldest son inherits and succeeds his father If the brothers of a deceased chief are agreed, they may elect a son of the late chief to the chieftainship , but it depends entirely on their own wish
Their manner of saluting their chiefs is expressive of the utmost submission When a chief comes near, the subject kneels down, places the palms of both hands flat on the ground, and then goes through the form of gathering a little mound of dust When the chief is just passing, the subject, still kneeling, takes a handful of dust in the right hand and rubs it on the left arm and shoulder and then, with the left hand, lifts another handful of dust and rubs it on the right aim and shoulder The chief having then passed, the subject may get up and resume his business
Amongst the ordinary people the form of salutation is " Wem we ? " which means, " Are you well ?" Whether you are well or ill you must reply that you are quite well, and respond, " Emmmmm na wem we," which means that you are perfectly well The first syllable is a long m that lasts for half a second When you have replied that you are well, you may then begin and tell how very ill you are
The Manyema practise circumcision So also do the neighbouring people, the Babembe Their neighbours on the other side, the Babuye, do not do so This was rigidly enforced in the past, but owing to the spread of the influence of the Congo Administration, this and many others of their barbarous customs are gradually disappearing